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ABSTRACT 



This report uses data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s March 
2001 Current Population Survey to examine health insurance coverage. The 
number and percentage of people covered by employment -based health insurance 
rose significantly in 2000, driving the overall increase in health insurance 
coverage. Among the entire population age 18-64 years, workers were more 
likely to have health insurance than nonworkers. The proportion of uninsured 
declined in 2000. For poor people, the uninsured rate declined in 2000, 
though the rate for the near-poor increased. Hispanics were less likely than 
White non-Hispanics to have health insurance . The coverage rate for Blacks in 
2000 did not differ statistically from the coverage rate for Asians and 
Pacific Islanders. American Indians and Alaska Natives were less likely to 
have health insurance than any other racial group. Males were less likely 
than females to have health insurance. The foreign-born population was less 
likely than the native population to be insured. Among all adults, the 
likelihood of being insured increased as the level of education rose. Young 
adults were less likely than any other age group to have health insurance. 

The uninsured rate for children dropped from 12.6 percent in 1999 to 11.6 
percent in 2000. The highest uninsured rate for children was among those of 
Hispanic origin (24.9 percent). Some states had higher uninsured rates than 
others. (SM) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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Consumer Income 



An estimated 1 4.0 percent of the popula- 
tion were without health insurance cover- 
age during the entire year in 2000, down 
from 14.3 percent in 1999. Similarly*, the 
number of people without 
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children declined in 2000, from 12|6 per* 
cent in 1999 to 1 1.6 percent. The number 
of uninsured children declined from 
9.1 million; to 8;5 million. 




health insurance coverage 
declined in 2000, to 
38.7 million, down 0.6 mil- 
lion from the previous;, year, 

The estimates in this report 
are based on the March 2001 
Current Population Survey 
(CPS), conducted by the U:S. 
Census Bureau. Respon- 
dents provide answers to the 
best of their ability, but as 
with all surveys, the esti- 
mates may differ from the 
actual values. A facsimile of 
the CPS March Supplement 
questionnaire is available 
electronically at 
www.census.gov/apsd/ 
techdoc/cps/cps-main.html. 

Other highlights ? 1 

• The number and percent- 
age of people covered by 
employment-based health 
Insurance rose signifi- 
cantly in 2000, driving the 
overall increase in health 
insurance coverage. 

■ Mirroring what happened 
for the total population, the 
proportion of uninsured 

•Confidence intervals for estimates 
are provided in Table A. Use these 
measures of sampling error when com- 
paring estimates. 



Revised Health Insurance Coverage 
Estimates for 1999 

In March 2000, the Current Population Survey (CPS) 
added experimental follow-up questions for people 
who responded “no" to all questions about specific 
types of health insurance coverage in order to verify 
whether these people were actually uninsured. Several 
other national surveys that collect health insurance in- 
formation have had good success with the addition of 
such questions. Testing and evaluation by Census Bu- 
reau staff indicated that including follow-up verification 
questions results in more complete and accurate esti- 
mates of the population covered by health insurance. 1 

Accordingly, the Census Bureau revised the estimates 
of the number of people covered and not covered by 
health insurance in 1999. As a result, the health insur- 
ance estimates for 1999 presented in this report differ 
from those published last September in Series P60- 
211, Health Insurance Coverage: 1999. These esti- 
mates are not directly comparable with CPS estimates 
from earlier years, before the health insurance verifica- 
tion questions were added. The technical appendix 
presents estimates for 1999 and 2000 without using 
the verification questions. This report and future re- 
leases of CPS health insurance estimates will be based 
on answers to questionnaires that have the verification 
questions. The changes in health insurance coverage 
from 1 999 to 2000 are statistically the same with or 
without using the verification question. 



’Nelson, Charles T., and Robert J. Mills; U.S. Census Bureau; The 
March CPS Health Insurance Verification Question and Its Effect on Esti- 
mates of the Uninsured;" August 2001; www.census.gov/hhes/hlthins/ 
verif.html. 
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■ For poor people, the uninsured 
rate also declined in 2000 — from 
31.1 percent to 29.5 percent. 
Although medicaid insured 

1 2.4 million poor people, 9.2 mil- 
lion poor people still had no 
health insurance in 2000. 

■ Compared with the previous year, 
health insurance coverage rates 
increased for those with house- 
hold incomes below $50,000, de- 
creased for those with household 
incomes between $50,000 and 
$75,000, and were unchanged for 
those with $75,000 and higher 
household incomes. 

■ Hispanics (68.0 percent) were less 
likely than White non-Hispanics 
(90.3 percent) to be covered by 
health insurance. 2 The coverage 
rate for Blacks in 2000 (81 .5 per- 
cent) did not differ statistically 
from the coverage rate for Asians 
and Pacific Islanders (82.0 per- 
cent). 

■ American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives were less likely to have 
health insurance than other racial 
groups, based on a 3-year aver- 
age (1 998-2000) — 73.2 percent, ' 
compared with 80.5 percent of 
Blacks, 81.2 percent of Asians 
and Pacific Islanders, and 

89.9 percent of White non- 
Hispanics. However, they were 
more likely to have insurance than 
were Hispanics (67.2 percent). 3 

■ Among the entire population 18 
to 64 years old, workers (both 
full- and part-time) were more 
likely to have health insurance 
(83.8 percent) than nonworkers 
(76.4 percent), but among the 
poor, workers were less likely to 



? Hispanics may be of any race. 

The difference in health insurance coverage 
rates between Blacks and Asians and Pacific Is- 
landers was not statistically significant. 



Figure 1 . 

Type of Health Insurance and Coverage 

Status: 1999 and 2000 . mg 2000 

(In percent) [ill] 1999 



Private 

Any private 
plan 

Employment- 
based 



Government insurance 

Government 
Medicare 

Medicaid 

Military 
health care 1 

No insurance 

Not covered 






72.4 

72.1* 



•Statistically significant at the 90-percent confidence level. 

'Military health care includes CHAMPUS (Comprehensive Health and Medical Plan for Uniformed 
$ervices)/Tricare, CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs), Veterans', and military health care. 

Note: The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by 
more than one type of health insurance during the year. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, March 2000 and 2001. 



be covered (54.5 percent) than 
nonworkers (63.4 percent). 

■ The foreign-born population was 
less likely than the native popu- 
lation to be insured — 68.4 per- 
cent compared with 88. 1 per- 
cent in 2000. 

■ Young adults (18 to 24 years 
old) were less likely than other 
age groups to have health insur- 
ance coverage — 72.7 percent in 
2000 compared with 84.3 per- 
cent of those 25 to 64 and, re- 
flecting widespread medicare 
coverage, 99.3 percent of those 
65 years and over. 

■ The male population was less 
likely than the female population 
to have health insurance cover- 
age— 85.1 percent compared 
with 86.9 percent in 2000. 



Employment-based insurance, 
the leading source of health 
coverage, drove the increase 
in insurance coverage rates . 4 

Most people (64.1 percent) were 
covered by a health insurance plan 
related to employment for some or 
all of 2000, an increase of 0.6 per- 
centage points over the previous 
year. The increase in private health 
insurance coverage largely reflects 
the increase in employment-based 
insurance, which increased 0.3 per- 
centage points to 72.4 percent in 
2000 (see Figure 1 ). 

The government also provides 
health insurance coverage, but that 
coverage rate did not change be- 
tween 1999 and 2000. Among the 



4 Employment-based health insurance is cov- 
erage offered through one’s own employment 
or a relative's. 
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Table A. ' 

People Without Health Insurance for the Entire Year by Selected Characteristics: 
1999 and 2000 



(Numbers in thousands. For an explanation of confidence intervals (C.I.), see “Standard errors and their use’’ on the Census Bureau’s CPS 
Web site at www. bis. census. gov/cps/ads/2000/ssrcacc.htm) 







2000 






1999 




Change 2 1999 to 2000 


Characteristic 






Uninsured 






Uninsured 




Uninsured 


Total 


Number 


Per- 

cent 2 


Percent 
90-pct. 
C.l. (±) 


Total 


Number 


Per- 

cent 2 


Percent 
90-pct. 
C.L (±) 


Number 


Per- 

cent 


Percent 
90-pct. 
C.l. (±) 


People 
























Total 


276,540 


38,729 


14.0 


0.2 


274,087 


39,280 


14.3 


0.2 


'-55 1 


*-0.3 


0.2 


Sex 

Male 


135,244 


20,177 


14.9 


0.2 


133,933 


20,402 


15.2 


0.2 


-226 


*-0.3 


0.3 


Female 


141,296 


18,552 


13.1 


0.2 


140,154 


18,877 


13.5 


0.2 


-325 


*-0.3 


0.3 


Race and Ethnicity 
























White 


226,401 


29,285 


12.9 


0.2 


224,806 


29,385 


13.1 


0.2 


-99 


-0.1 


0.2 


Non-Hispanic 


194,161 


18,898 


9.7 


0.2 


193,633 


19,237 


9.9 


. 0.2 


-340 


*-0.2 


0.2 


Black 


35,919 


6,629 


18.5 


0.5 


35,509 


6,963 


19.6 


0.5 


'-333 


-1-2 


0.7 


Asian and Pacific Islander 


11,384 


2,051 


18.0 


1.0 


10,925 


2,080 


19.0 


1.0 


-29 


-1.0 


1.2 


Hispanic 1 


33,863 


10,835 


32.0 


0.7 


32,804 


10,566 


32.2 


0.7 


'269 


-0.2 


0.6 


Age 
























Under 18 years 


72,556 


8,451 


11.6 


0.3 


72,325 


9,145 


12.6 


0.3 


'-693 


*-1.0 


0.3 


18 to 24 years 


26,962 


7,349 


27.3 


0.7 


26,532 


7,199 


27.1 


0.7 


150 


0.1 


0.8 


25 to 34 years 


37,440 


7,926 


21.2 


0.5 


37,786 


8,188 


21.7 


0.5 


'-262 


-0.5 


0.6 


35 to 44 years 


44,780 


6,939 


15.5 


0.5 


44,805 


6,804 


15.2 


0.5 


134 


0.3 


0.5 


45 to 64 years 


61,823 


7,819 


12.6 


0.3 


60,018 


7,669 


12.8 


0.3 


151 


-0.1 


0.4 


65 years and over 


32,979 


245 


0.7 


0.2 


32,621 


276 


0.8 


0.2 


-31 


-0.1 


0.1 


Nativity 
























Native 


246,613 


29,270 


11.9 


0.2 


245,708 


30,155 


12.3 


0.2 


'-885 


*-0.4 


0.2 


Foreign born 


29,927 


9,459 


31.6 


0.8 


28,379 


9,125 


32.2 


0.8 


'334 


-0.5 


0.9 


Naturalized citizen 


11,390 


1,807 


15.9 


1.0 


10,622 


1,764 


16.6 


1.0 


• 43 


-0.7 


1.2 


Not a citizen 


18,538 


7,652 


41.3 


1.0 


17,758 


7,361 


41.5 


1.0 


'291 


-0.2 


1.2 


Region 

Northeast 


52,809 


6,019 


11.4 


0.3 


52,038 


5,988 


11.5 


0.3 


31 


-0.1 


0.4 


Midwest 


62,953 


6,787 


10.8 


0.3 


63,595 


6,412 


10.1 


0.3 


'375 


'0.7 


0.4 


South 


97,444 


15,357 


15.8 


0.3 


95,928 


15,767 


16.4 


0.3 


'-^10 


'-0.7 


0.4 


West 


63,334 


10,566 


16.7 


0.3 


62,526 


11,112 


17.8 


0.3 


'-547 


*-1.1 


0.5 


Household Income 
























Less than $25,000 


61,130 


13,898 


22.7 


0.5 


64,628 


15,003 


23.2 


0.3 


'-1,105 


-0.5 


0.5 


$25,000 to $49,999 


75,351 


12,783 


17.0 


0.3 


77,119 


13,176 


17.1 


0.3 


'-393 


-0.1 


0.4 


$50,000 to $74,999 


59,237 


6,496 


11.0 


0.3 


56,873 


5,827 


10.2 


0.3 


'668 


'0.7 


0.4 


$75,000 or more 


80,822 


5,552 


6.9 


0.2 


75,467 


5,273 


7.0 


0.2 


'279 


-0.1 


0.3 


Education (18 years and older) 
Total 


203,985 


30,278 


14.8 


0.2 


201,762 


30,135 


14.9 


0.2 


143 


-0.1 


0.2 


No high school diploma 


33,950 


9,026 


26.6 


0.7 


34,087 


8,780 


25.8 


0.7 


246 


'0.8 


0.7 


High school graduate only 


65,833 


10,816 


16.4 


0.3 


66,141 


10,812 


16.3 


0.3 


3 


0.1 


0.4 


Some college, no degree 


40,068 


5,369 


13.4 


0.5 


39,940 


5,571 


13.9 


0.5 


-202 


'-0.5 


0.5 


Associate degree 


15,702 


1,619 


10.3 


0.7 


14,715 


1,680 


11.4 


0.7 


-61 


*-1.1 


0.8 


Bachelor’s degree or higher .... 


48,432 


3,448 


7.1 


0.3 


46,880 


3,292 


7.0 


0.3 


156 


0.1 


0.4 


Work Experience 
(18 to 64 years old) 

Total 


171,006 


30,033 


17.6 


0.2 


169,141 


29,860 


17.7 


0.2 


173 


-0.1 


0.3 


Worked during year 


140,403 


22,806 


16.2 


0.2 


139,218 


22,568 


16.2 


. 0.3 


' 238 


- 


0.3 


Worked full-time 


117,478 


18,057 


15.4 


0.3 


115,973 


17,660 


15.2 


0.3 


397 


0.1 


0.3 


Worked part-time 


22,925 


4,749 


20.7 


0.7 


23,245 


4,908 


21.1 


0.8 


-159 


-0.4 


0.8 


Did not work 


30,603 


7,227 


23.6 


0.7 


29,923 


7,292 


24.4 


0.7 


-65 


-0.8 


0.8 



- Represents zero or rounds to zero. 'Statistically significant at the 90-percent confidence level. 

^ispanics may be of any race. 

2 AII numbers are derived from unrounded numbers. Some numbers and percentages may therefore appear to be slightly higher or lower 
than those computed with rounded figures from other columns. 

Source: U S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, March 2000 and 2001. 
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